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Sequoia Healthcare District Awards Additional $850,000 to  
Second Harvest of Silicon Valley to Address Rising Food Demand 

Bringing total support to $1.55 million for FY26 
 

San Carlos, CA – January 12, 2026 – In response to the increasing demand for food 
assistance within our community, Sequoia Healthcare District (SHD) has awarded a 
supplemental grant of $850,000 to Second Harvest of Silicon Valley to allow for enhanced 
delivery infrastructure. This funding is in addition to the $700,000 SHD has already awarded for 
food purchases in fiscal year 2026. 
 
Each month, Second Harvest serves an average of 46,000 clients in the SHD's service area, by 
delivering approximately 12 million pounds of food to 57 partner agencies. This additional 
support from the Sequioa Healthcare District is critical because, over the past two years, the 
number of SHD residents receiving food assistance has surged by an alarming 50%, rising from 
more than 30,000 to over 46,000 monthly.   

 
“Meeting the basic needs of residents of our District is vital to ensuring individual and family 
health. This grant represents our ongoing focus to address critical health gaps arising from 
evolving community needs,” said Pamela Kurtzman, chief executive officer of the Sequoia 
Healthcare District. “At a time when our political environment has become more complicated 
and the need for safety net services continues to increase, we urge lawmakers at all levels to 
focus on the health impacts of their policy decisions. That’s why we continue to invest in and 
partner with Second Harvest to provide access to fresh, healthy food options for the most 
vulnerable neighbors in our communities.”   

 
This supplemental grant will enable Second Harvest to support and enhance the operational 
infrastructure necessary for the safe and consistent delivery of food to partner agencies within 
the Sequoia Healthcare District’s service area, including Redwood City, Belmont, Foster City, 
Menlo Park, San Carlos, San Mateo and Atherton.  

 
The Sequoia Healthcare District’s grant to Second Harvest will be directed toward: 

• Warehousing, refrigeration, and food safety systems 

• Truck fleet operations delivering over 3 million pounds of food quarterly 

• Staff support for 57 partners and more than 100 distribution sites 

• Technology and client support, including the Food Locator Tool, a multilingual hotline, 
and CalFresh enrollment assistance 

• Nutrition education and coordination of client resources 
 
 
About Sequoia Healthcare District  
Sequoia Healthcare District (SHD) was formed in 1946 and was the first healthcare district in California. The District 
is committed to improving residents’ health by enhancing access to care and promoting wellness through responsible 
stewardship of taxpayer dollars. The District includes Atherton, Belmont, Menlo Park, Portola Valley, Redwood City, 
San Carlos, Woodside, and parts of Foster City. 


